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11.1 . (C)  SUMMARY:  Two  local  UN  staff  members  are  being  detained 

by  government  forces,  possibly  for  alleged  ties  to  a 2006 
assassination  attempt  on  Defense  Secretary  Gothabaya 
Rajapaksa.  The  two  men,  who  work  as  drivers  for  UNHCR  and 
UNOPS,  were  taken  into  custody  on  June  12  and  13.  The  UN  has 
been  dealing  with  the  cases  quietly,  only  releasing  a limited 
press  statement  about  the  incident  on  June  20.  It  appears 
that  a police  vehicle  was  involved  in  the  original  arrests  of 
these  men.  However,  to  date  the  authorities  have  released  no 
arrest  record  or  detention  "receipt,"  nor  have  they  formally 
charged  the  drivers.  It  is  unclear  who  is  holding  them, 
although  one  report  said  they  were  now  detained  in  Colombo. 
Security  forces  were  reportedly  seeking  a third  UN  employee, 
who  apparently  managed  to  leave  the  country.  End  Summary. 

TWO  UN  DRIVERS  HELD 


11_2 . (C)  Information  received  by  Post  is  that  a driver  for 
UNHCR,  Mr.  N.  Charles  Raveendran,  was  taken  from  his  home  in 
Vavuniya  on  Friday,  June  12.  The  driver  for  UNOPS,  Mr. 
Kandasamy  Saundrarajan,  was  taken  from  a petrol  station  on 
June  13  while  on  duty.  UN  security  (UNDSS)  contacts  are 
reasonably  certain  the  vehicle  used  in  at  least  one  of  the 
detentions  was  a police  vehicle,  but  the  UN  is  not  certain 
now  who  is  holding  the  two  men.  It  appears  that  there  has 
been  no  legal  arrest  in  either  case.  According  to  public 
accounts  and  UN  sources,  Government  security  forces  have 
filed  no  formal  charges  against  either  of  the  two  men. 
Unconfirmed  reports  said  the  authorities  have  now  transferred 
the  men  to  Colombo. 

11_3 . (C)  The  ever-active  Colombo  rumor  mill  holds  that  the 

security  forces  suspect  the  men  of  transporting  explosives 
used  in  an  unsuccessful  LTTE  autorickshaw  attack  on  Defence 
Secretary  Gothabaya  Rajapaksa  in  2006.  Unconfirmed  media 
reports  over  the  weekend  of  June  20-21  said  authorities  had 
also  detained  several  employees  of  CARE  International  in 
connection  with  the  same  attack.  A diplomatic  colleague  told 
EmbOffs  of  a report  that  security  forces  were  seeking  a third 
UN  staffer,  but  that  this  person  was  no  longer  in  the 


country . 


QUIET  U.N.  RESPONSE 


14.  (C)  COMMENT:  UN  officials  in  Sri  Lanka  have  handled  the 
cases  quietly  so  far,  only  releasing  a limited  staement  on 
Saturday,  June  20.  Embassy  contacts  saythe  UN  plans  to  file 
a fundamental  rights  case  i the  Supreme  Court  on  behalf  of 
the  two  men,  and  is  also  investigating  whether  this  detention 
violates  the  government's  obligations  under  the  1994  UN 
Convention  on  the  Safety  of  UN  and  Associated  Personnel. 

Local  UN  staff  are  reportedly  disturbed  about  the  low-key 
approach  taken  by  the  UN  leadership  in  Colombo. 

MOORE 


